
Couch potatoes take note: 
with so many ways now to 
enjoy winter at the Club, 
there isn’t any excuse for 
spending endless hours in 
front of that new flat-screen 
TV. 

Bourkevale residents 
have already been enjoying 
what is widely known as 
the best outdoor ice in 
town.  Soon we’ll have two 
great new attractions: river 
skating and cross-country 
skiing! 

Skate to the Forks! 

Your board is thrilled to 
report that the longest pub-
lic skating path in the world 
will be extended this year to 
run from the Forks all the 
way to Assiniboine Park.   

That means you’ll be able 
to access the path from 
BCC!  Temporary stairs will 
be built to provide skaters 
with easy access down to 
the river from the southeast 
parking lot.     

And you can do your part 
to help: bring your used 
Christmas tree down to the 
river for a windbreak.  The 
Forks harbor crew have 
requested  trees to line the 
path.  Just bring your tree 
down to the river (access 
from either side of the to-
boggan slide) and leave it 
on the opposite (south) riv-
erbank.  The Forks crew 
will take it from there.  

So sharpen up your 
skates and come to the Club 
for a record-breaking skate! 

BCC Board 2008-09 
 

President:  

  Gary Kristiansen 

Vice President:  

  Tom Brodbeck 

Past President: Dan Reles 

Treasurer: Kim Yozenko 

Secretary: Kim Roffey 
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  Andrew Kelch 

Hall Usage: Joan Templeton 

Hockey Convenor:  

  Jeff Valgardson 

Soccer Convenor:  

  Lori Ostermann 
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  Patty Kelch 

Special Events:  

  Vacant 

Mom & Me:  

  Sarah Swanson 

Fundraising:  

  Vacant 

Publicity: Mark Wolch 

Volunteer Coordinator:  

  Pat Jackson 
 

Call Gary @ 227-1980  

if you can help out! 
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Come and shake those 

midwinter blues and sup-

port your club at the same 

time.  Bourkevale’s biggest 

social event of the year, the 

Pay Down the Tractor So-

cial, is coming on Saturday, 

January 24. 

Shake, rattle and roll 

Last year’s event was 

heralded as a fun and in-

formal way to meet and 

greet your neighbours while 

partaking of the customary 

offerings of a traditional 

Winnipeg social.  Over 100 

residents attended last year, 

and this year’s event prom-

ises to be even bigger. 

Tractor almost ours 

While our social was 

named almost in a “tongue-

in-cheek” way, the truth is 

that our tractor is a critical 
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New Skating Path and Ski Trails to Adorn Club  
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Take a ski at BCC! 

Also new this year: cross
-country ski trails!  Nordic 
skiing is one of the best 
ways you can work off 
those extra holiday 
pounds.  We’re delighted 
to announce that new 
cross-country ski trails are 
being professionally 

(and expensive) piece of 

machinery.  It allows our 

hard-working grounds di-

rector and volunteers to 

provide you with the great 

ice and beautiful grounds 

you’re accustomed to.  By 

coming to the social, you 

can help keep these opera-

tions going.    

Please see any board 

member or call Tom at  

250-5901 for tickets. 

Nordic trails soon at BCC! 

See Wonderland, page 4 
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Happy New Year! 
 
Bourkevale Community Centre had a very successful year in 2008.  It started 

with the overwhelming success of the Pay Down The Tractor Social, which put a 
nice dent in our tractor loan.  Then there was the bike rally, which attracted huge 
numbers of kids and families and had other clubs asking, “Why aren’t we doing 
events like that?”  Then there was the fall Hoedown that, in spite of the rain, had 
another increase in participation.  And finally there was the Halloween Howl, which exceeded all participation expec-
tations.  On top of these and other events, BCC had a very successful soccer program and new hot water flooded ice.  
Both were the envy of other clubs. 

 
Unfortunately the news in 2008 was not all good.  In a City of Winnipeg document called “Plan 2025” (see page 4) 

one of the options considered was to shut down BCC.  Through the hard work of our board members and the District 
2 planning committee, this option was removed from the document.  Our best defence against these types of options 
is to stay strong and offer lots of programs and activities. 

 
Here’s where you, the people of our community, come in.  For us to add more services and programs, we’ll need 

more volunteers.  So the next time you get a call or e-mail looking for one or two hours of your help, please say “yes”.  
In the end, the more you do for the Club, the more the Club can offer you and your family.  I look forward to your sup-
port in 2009. 

 
Finally, I would like to thank each and every board member for their unwavering commitment and hard work in 

making 2008 a very successful year.  Also my sincere thanks to the many volunteers who helped support the soccer 
program, ice rinks and numerous special events we hosted. 
 

I believe we are well positioned to have a great 2009. 
 

Best regards, 
Gary Kristiansen 

Halloween bash was a howl! 

Picture here  

This year’s Halloween 
Howl was one of Bourkevale’s 
most successful goblin get-
togethers in years.  An esti-
mated 125 people attended 
the frightening festivity, in-
cluding dozens of brave souls 
who survived Bourkevale’s 
famous haunted house. 

Many of us met new people 
and the kids were thoroughly 
entertained, thanks in large 
part to the music-spinning 
talents of Breanne Yozenko.  
Breanne did an exceptional 

job hosting the 
young ghosts, 
witches and 
werewolves, 
leading them in 
dance, contests 
and prize-filled 
fun. 

A special 
thanks has to go out to An-
drew Kelch, whose vision — 
year after year — of turning a 
small skate room into a 
boundless maze of frantic fun 
has become the staple of suc-

cess for 
Bourkevale’s 
annual Hallow-
een bashes.  
Special thanks 
also go to Rob 
Dorbolo for 
helping to set 
up and decorate 

the attraction.  The bone-
chilling chamber of horrors 
caused even our bravest trick-
or-treaters to let out the odd 
screech — and then to tell 
their friends about the fun. 

Fun that would have not 
been possible without the 
hours of volunteer work by 
Patty Kelch and Annette 
Brodbeck who decorated the 
main hall. 

Fun that would not have 
happened without the contri-
butions of over 20 volunteers, 
who helped us raise $400 for 
the club that evening. 

It was a great time and a 
nice job by everyone. 

*** 
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BOURKEVALE COMMUNITY CENTRE   
Hall Rental 

     Our hall is available for a variety of events: 

Birthday Parties 

Wedding Showers 

Family Gatherings 

Skating Parties 

Business meetings 

Rates start at $50 for 4 hours, including full kitchen 
Please call Joan @ 888-8548 for details 

2008 Grey Cup Pool Winners 

 

 

 

Ĕ Quarter scores: $100 τ R. Moffat, G. Ursel, 
T. Ridley 

Ĕ Reverse quarter scores: $50 τ A. Lane,  
J. Valgardson, S. Fielding, N. Tran 

Ĕ Final score: $200 τ M. Wolch 

***Thanks to all ticket buyers and sellers***   

Almost $1000 was raised for BCC facilities and 
programming! 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΚ 
Circle your calendar for these upcoming programs and 

events at Bourkevale Community Centre. 

BCC is reviving the Mom and Me Playgroup, starting 

Monday, January 12.  Hours will be from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 

a.m.  Please call Sarah at 888-3545 for more information.  
The popular Karate Kidz program resumes for a winter 

session at Bourkevale on January 13.  The 10-week  

program is geared for children aged 5 and up and costs  

$90 for the season.  Contact Bushido-Kai Canada for more  

information at 997-4014 or visit their website at  

www.bushido-kai.ca. 

The Concerned Residents 
of Affected Assiniboine Area 
Projects (CRAAAP) have gra-
ciously donated the proceeds 
of their street party this sum-
mer to the 
Bourkevale Commu-
nity Centre. 

The group — 
made up of those 
affected by the local 
2007 sewage back-
up disaster — has donated 
$236 to the club to express its 
gratitude for the support BCC 
provided during a time of 
need. 

The board agreed at its 
September meeting to use the 

Donation pays for new soccer nets 

money to purchase new soc-
cer nets for the club’s mini 
soccer program. We now have 
four new compact nets for the 
spring season, thanks to the 

group’s generous 
donation.  
Bourkevale would 
like to thank all 
those who helped 
make this contribu-
tion a reality. They 

will be able to witness the 
fruits of their efforts each 
spring in Bourkevale’s 
sprawling greenspace as they 
watch our up-and-coming 
soccer stars score their first 
goals. 

Banner year for BCC soccer 

2008 was truly a year to 
remember for BCC soccer 
players, coaches, parents and 
officials.  This year we hosted 
no fewer than six teams, in-
cluding two 5-6 teams, one 7-
8 team, an under 9 boys team 
an under 10 girls team and an 
under 11 girls team.   

Congratulations to the un-
der 9 boys team who were 
winners of the City Champi-
onship, B side and the under 

10 girls team who were win-
ners of the St. Charles Cup!   

Also congratulations to 
Bourkevale resident Kurt 
Schulz, who was chosen St. 
Charles 2008 Male Referee of 
the Year.  

Thanks to the many volun-
teers who made this year’s 
program possible, including 
coaches, managers and volun-
teers who helped line our soc-
cer fields. 

On Saturday, January 24, BCC’s 
fundraising event of the year, the 
Pay Down the Tractor Social, 
takes place in the social hall.  Help 
support your club and beat the mid-
winter blues at the same time! 

Our annual Winter Carnival will 
be held this year on Saturday, February 21.  This fun-filled 
family event features a Pancake Breakfast, Toboggan 
Races and the ever-popular Shoot-out with Burkey.  To 
help out or to assist in developing additional activities for 
this event, please call Patty at 896-0825.   

http://www.bushido-kai.ca


Winter Wonderland 
(from page 1) 

groomed in the fields to the north of the 
Club.   These trails will be connected to 
the river along an area to the west of 
the lawn bowling club.    

So now you finally have a convenient 
opportunity to use those skis that 
you’ve been meaning to use!  Come and 
enjoy one of the healthiest forms of ex-
ercise you can find without having to 
drive much further than the end of your 
street.    

With more ways than ever to enjoy 
the winter at BCC, your Club really is a 
Winter Wonderland.  Come and check it 
out soon! 

Plan 2025: What does it mean for Bourkevale?  
There’s a new political process in 

place designed to shape the future of 

community centres in Winnipeg.   

 

It’s called Plan 2025 and it’s the 

latest attempt by the city and the 

body that governs community cen-

tres to make long-term plans for com-

munity clubs and recreational facili-

ties. 

What does it mean for Bourkevale 

Community Centre?  We don't know 

for sure because the process is ex-

tremely vague and the plan's objec-

tives are frustratingly ambiguous.  

However, after the city’s last failed 

attempt to reshape community cen-

tres four years ago — including the 

proposed closure of Bourkevale and 

19 other clubs — we take any re-

structuring initiative very seriously. 

 

In fact, one recent draft written by 

the consultants involved in the Plan 

2025 process proposed closing 

Bourkevale Community Centre and 

other clubs.  Our board and our dis-

trict board were staunchly opposed 

to the recommendation and it has 

since been shelved — for now. 

 

The good news is that Plan 2025 

itself does not explicitly recommend 

the closure of any community cen-

tres. 

 

Instead, its stated objective is to 

ensure Winnipeggers are served by 

contemporary, financially sustainable 

community centres that offer rele-

vant programming between now and 

2025. 

Seems simple enough to us. 
Bourkevale — a financially sound 
club with a strong volunteer board 
that offers a wide range of programs 
and services — already fits that bill. 

 
Unfortunately, in the big picture, 

it’s not that simple.  While Plan 2025 
does not propose closures specifi-
cally, it contemplates the building of 
larger, more modern recreational 
facilities to provide a broader range 
of services to the community.  That’s 
where it gets more complicated. 

 
City hall decided three years ago 

that total community centre space 
per capita cannot grow beyond 2005 
levels.  That year, there was about 1.2
-million sq-ft. of heated community 
club and recreation facility space in 
Winnipeg, or 1.88 sq-ft. per person. 

 
According to the city’s Recreation, 

Leisure and Library Facilities Policy, 
that per capita space cannot rise. 

 
Which means if any district in Win-

nipeg wants to build new facilities, 
they would have to close or amalga-
mate community centres in order to 
free-up the required space. 

 
Fortunately, the process calls for a 

“bottom-up” approach — in theory, 
anyway.  That means community cen-
tres collectively, through their dis-
trict boards, are authorized to recom-
mend how they wish to allocate their 
total district space in the future. 

 
Bourkevale is part of District 2. Our 

district planning committee has been 
working on a proposed plan which is 
expected to be presented to the Gen-
eral Council of  Winnipeg Community 
Centres later this year. 

 
Our plan does not include the clo-

sure of Bourkevale nor the involun-
tary shutdown of any centre in our 
district. 

Unfortunately, the consultants 
hired to facilitate the process have 
not always reflected in their draft 
reports the proposals agreed to by 
our planning committee.  So it's been 
a struggle. 

 
Fortunately, we are part of a close-

knit district of clubs that has banded 
together to ensure community cen-
tres are not pitted against each other 
during this process. 

 
We are working together for the 

mutual benefit of all clubs in our dis-
trict. 

 
Stay tuned. 

 

 Tom Brodbeck, 
    Vice President 

Tom Brodbeck with Plan 2025 report 

4 

òWe are working together 

for the mutual benefit of 

all clubs in our districtó 


